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Parkland College serves 
a diverse community and 
houses a student body made up 
of people from many different 
ethnical backgrounds. 
February is Black History 
Month and there will be various 
things taking place on campus 
to commemorate the event. 
There is a Black History Month 
Planning Committee that is 
responsible for planning the 
annual celebration and they 
have many events scheduled 
throughout the month. 
A few notable events that 
are scheduled include “Does 
Race Matter?” which takes 
place from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. 
in Room D116 on Thursday, 
Feb. 4. “Black Male/ Female 
Relationship Discussion,” 
which will be held on two 
separate occasions. Part one 
of the discussion will take 
place on Wednesday, Feb. 10 
and part two will take place 
on Wednesday, Feb. 24. Both 
events will take place in Room 
U140 from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
“Police and the Community” 
is another discussion that 
will be taking place in Room 
D224 from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Monday, Feb. 15. There will be 
many other events in addition 
to these discussions, including 
a free evening of music and 
dancing featuring DJ Antwon 
George in the student union 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. on 
Thursday, Feb. 11. There will 
also be a Soul Food Luncheon 
in the cafeteria from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 17. 
Christopher Wilson is the 
administrative assistant to 
the dean of students and dean 
of enrollment management 
as well as the co-chair for 
the Black History Month 
planning committee. He 
explained that the committee 
wanted to take the advantage 
of the opportunity of honoring 
black history to address some 
of the more weighty topics 
associated with race relations 
in an open and direct way. He 
also explained why he thinks 
an open discussion about these 
issues is important.
“I think you can just tell by 
the current climate that we’re 
in socially and politically 
that there’s a lot of tension 
in the community and not 
a lot of effort going into 
understanding different points 
of view,” Wilson said. “I think 
that dialog, communication 
and learning about history 
is extremely important for 
people to understand where 
other people come from. If 
there were more empathy 
and sympathy toward what 
other people go through, I 
think there would be a lot less 
hostility.”
Donna Tanner-Harold is 
a counselor as well as the 
director of the Black Student 
Success Project at Parkland. 
Tanner-Harold also serves 
as the Co-Chair of the Black 
History Month Planning 
Committee. She agrees that 
there should be more open 
discussions about race at the 
college. 
“It’s an event for people to 
get together and talk about 
things that are a little bit 
uncomfortable,” Tanner-
Harold said. “Talking about 
race is uncomfortable. Race 
and police and the community, 
as we’ve seen in the news 
and all the events that have 
happened, it’s hard and it’s 
tragic and lives are being lost. 
People are hurt and they need 
to talk about it.” 
In addition to in depth 
discussions, a dance and a 
day of authentic African 
American cuisine, there 
will also be various displays 
being showcased throughout 
campus. One such display 
will be located in room D179. 
The display is put together by 
the Museum and Education 
Department Director at the 
Museum of the Grand Prairie 
in Mahomet, Ill., Barbara 
Oehlschlaeger-Garvey. 
“I enjoy it,” Oehlschlaeger-
Garvey said. “I enjoy telling 
the story of anybody’s history. 
It’s particularly nice to delve 
into the history that Doris 
Hoskins put together because 
I knew Doris quite well and 
she was just so dedicated to the 
task of collecting everyone’s 
history.” 
The display always pertains 
to a certain topic and this 
year’s theme is “Hallowed 
Grounds: Sites of African 
American Memories.” 
Students interested in 
learning more about the events 
planned throughout the month 
can fi nd more information by 
visiting the student portal at 
My.Parkland. There will also 
be signage displayed around 
campus promoting the events. 
Black History Month
commemorated at Parkland 
PUNXSUTAWNEY, 
Pa. (AP) — The handlers 
of Pennsylvania’s most 
famous groundhog, 
Punxsutawney Phil, said 
the furry rodent failed 
to see his shadow at 
dawn Tuesday, meaning 
he “predicted” an early 
spring.
“Is this current warm 
weather more than 
a trend? Per chance 
this winter has come 
to an end? There is 
no shadow to be cast, 
an early Spring is my 
forecast!,” read Jeff 
Lundy, vice president 
of the Inner Circle of 
The Punxsutawney 
Groundhog Club.
Lundy is one of the top 
hat-wearing group that 
announces the forecast 
every year.
A German legend has 
it that if a furry rodent 
sees his shadow on 
Feb. 2, winter will last 
another six weeks. If 
not, spring comes early.
The forecast 
was delivered with 
temperatures in the low 
20s, on a clear day when 
the high temperature 
was expected to reach 
the unseasonably mild 
mid-40s.
The Inner Circle 
congratulated the 
mid-week crowd of 
about 10,000 revelers, 
which the group 
said was one of the 
largest for a weekday 
celebration. Many of 
those in attendance had 
stayed overnight and 
partied into the wee 
hours waiting for the 
groundhog’s forecast.
Truth be told, Phil’s 
handlers don’t wait to 
see if he sees his shadow 
— which he almost 
certainly would have 
Tuesday. 
Instead, the Inner 
Circle decide on the 
forecast ahead of time 
and announce it on 
Gobbler’s Knob, a tiny 
hill near the town for 
which the groundhog is 
named, about 65 miles 
northeast of Pittsburgh.
Records going back 
to 1887 show Phil has 
now predicted more 
winter 102 times while 
forecasting an early 
spring just 18 times. 
There are no records 
for the remaining years.
Tuesday’s celebration 
was billed as the 130th 
forecast by Phil.
A number of other 
prognosticating 
groundhogs sided with 






Photo by Billi Jo Hart | The Prospectus
Parkland College Student Life is hosting a Valentine’s Dinner on Friday, Feb. 12 at 6 p.m. In anticipation of the event, students 
were invited to make free stuﬀ ed animals like the ones pictured above on Wednesday, Feb. 3.
Photo by Zonghui Li | The Prospectus
Pictured above is the display in the College Center at Parkland 
College commemorating Black History Month.
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Peter Floess
Staff  Writer
This spring, the state of 
Illinois is not funding the 
Monetary Award Program 
(MAP) due to disagreement 
in Springfi eld over the 
state budget. The state of 
Illinois grants MAP awards 
to residents of Illinois who 
demonstrate fi nancial need 
on their FAFSA, and attend 
college within the state.
According to Michelle 
Jett, who works in the 
offi ce of Representative 
Carol Ammons of the 
103rd District, the Illinois 
House of Representatives 
is considering bill SB2043 
during the last of week of 
January. This bill would fund 
MAP grants through the use 
of money from the IL General 
Revenue Fund. 
Representative Chad 
Hayes of the 104th district 
is putting his vote behind 
bill HB4521 that would fund 
90 percent of funding to 
community colleges. 
Bill HB 4521 would provide 
the Governor with emergency 
spending power and a 
signifi cant amount of latitude 
to assist with managing the 
state’s fi nances during the 
ongoing budget stalemate.
Until bills SB2043 or HB 
4521 are passed, students 
who previously received 
MAP grants must wait until 
Mar. 15 when scholarships 
for the Fall semester become 
available. According to Julie 
Marlatt of Parkland Financial 
Aid, Parkland offers many 
resources to students looking 
for fi nancial aid. “Students 
can search for scholarships 
that Parkland College offers 
by checking on MyParkland 
and choosing the scholarship 
search option from the 
student services drop down 
menu,” says Marlatt. “ 
Another service available 
to students is SALT, an online 
resource Parkland has teamed 
up with to give students 
access to an abundance of 
fi nancial resources.  Students 
can register at saltmoney.
org/parklandcollege. SALT 
can help students revamp 
their budget to account for 
the loss of the MAP grant, 
and provides other resources 
such as scholarship and job 
searches.
According to Marlatt, 
Parkland College chose not 
cover the MAP grant, because 
of the state of Illinois’s 
current budget situation. 
“The College generally 
covers some expenses in 
advance pending State 
funding,” said Marlatt. “Since 
there is such uncertainty 
concerning the budget at this 
time, and because it added to 
the current defi cit, the college 
was forced to advise students 
that they would not receive 
MAP grants in the spring.”
The IL 103rd District 
Representative’s offi ce 
estimates that 1,000 Illinois 
students did not return to 
college this semester because 
they do not have their MAP 
funding. “It would be a huge 
loss if the budget situation 
were to continually negatively 
impact Parkland in a lasting 
manner,” Ammons said.
Charles Hayes, 104th 
district representative, says 
that the current situation 
of MAP grant is untenable 
and frankly, should not have 
happened.  
“I am a proud community 
college graduate myself and 
fi nd the current impasse 
disgraceful,” said Hayes.
Even though Ammons and 
Hayes disagree on the root 
causes of the stalemate and 
Governor Bruce Rauner’s 
role, both think that contacting 
Governor Rauner, as well as 
IL House of Representatives 
Speaker Michael Madigan, 
with comments on the issue 
of the MAP grants would be 
good idea. 
“Students may even want 
to consider a rally at the 
capitol on a date that the 
Legislature is in session, said 
Hayes. “Visit your respective 
representatives individually 
to press legislators. 
specifi cally Speaker Madigan 
and Governor Rauner, in 
terms of agreeing to a budget, 
or at a minimum a funding 




believes that students could 
help is to join the Responsible 
Budget Coalition, a group 
that is a large and diverse 
coalition of approximately 
200 organizations concerned 
about state budget and tax 
issues. 
“The people who have the 
most ability to move this 
situation forward are the 
voters,” said Jett. “Get loud, 
make your opinion heard to 
the Governor, to your state 
Representative, and state 
Senator, and encourage 
everyone you know to do the 
same. All of these people are 
working on your behalf, if you 
don’t think they are working 
in your best interest, let them 
know.”   
Springfi eld considering alternate 
funding options for MAP grants
Photo by Seth Perlman | AP Photo
In this Wednesday, Jan. 27, 2016 photo, Illinois Gov. Bruce Rauner, center at podium, delivers his State of the State address to a joint session of the General 
Assembly in the House chambers at the Illinois State Capitol in Springfi eld, Ill. Illinois Democrats on Thursday approved $721.5 million to help community 
colleges and for tuition grants for low-income students pay for tuition grants. But with no budget in place and the threat of a veto from the governor, 
Republicans called the Democrats move an empty promise to students.
Photo by Zonghui Li | The Prospectus
A parkland student fi lls out a form while waiting in the Financial Aid and Veteran Services 
Oﬃ  ce. 
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Airlines restore tiny perks, 
like pretzels, to pacify fliers 
Scott Mayerowitz 
AP Airlines Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — After 
15 years of near austerity, U.S. 
airlines are restoring some 
small perks for passengers 
crammed into coach.
Don’t expect ample 
legroom or free checked bags. 
But fliers will find improved 
snacks, a larger selection of 
free movies and — on a few 
select routes — the return of 
free meals.
Monday, American Airlines 
became the latest carrier 
to add something back. It 
announced the return of free 
snacks in the economy section 
and more free entertainment 
options on some aircraft.
American, which recently 
merged with US Airways, 
hasn’t offered free snacks 
since 2003. US Airways 
stripped passengers of 
snacks in 2008.
Following the Sept. 11, 
2001 terrorist attacks and 
the subsequent recession, 
U.S. airlines removed almost 
every perk imaginable 
on domestic flights. Hot 
meals disappeared along 
with legroom, blankets and 
pillows.
“It was really about 
survival,” says Fernand 
Fernandez, vice president 
of global marketing at 
American.
When Continental Airlines 
stopped giving out free 
cookies and mini bags of 
pretzels in 2011 — after its 
merger with United Airlines 
— it said the move would save 
$2.5 million a year.
Since then, mergers have 
created four mega-carriers 
that control more than 80 
percent of the domestic 
market. They started 
charging $25 for each 
checked suitcase. And more 
seats have been crammed 
into planes to maximize 
profits. Now the industry is 
making record profits.
“What has changed ,” 
Fernandez says, “is that the 
airlines have been able to fix 
our core business and be able 
to reinvest in our customers.”
That means new planes, 
larger overhead bins and for 
a long time, nicer first class 
cabins.
Now a bit of that wealth is 
trickling back to coach.
This month, American will 
start offering Biscoff cookies 
or pretzels to passengers 
flying between New York and 
San Francisco or Los Angeles. 
By April, those snacks will 
expand to all other domestic 
routes. In May, American 
will bring back full meal 
service for coach passengers 
between Dallas and Hawaii.
“We know that we have 
customers who select our 
airline based on price and 
we’re really excited to 
offer them a product that is 
superior to choosing an ultra-
low cost carrier,” Fernandez 
says.
United recently announced 
the return of free snacks on its 
flights starting in February. 
Delta Air Lines — the other 
big legacy carrier — never 
removed snacks, even during 
bankruptcy.
American is also 
expanding its complimentary 
entertainment on domestic 
flights with in-seat TVs. 
Passengers will be able to 
choose from up to 40 movies, 
60 TV shows and 300 music 
albums. Delta has taken 
a different path, focusing 
more on entertainment that 
passengers can stream to 
their own devices. It now 
offers about 67 movies and 
138 TV shows for free.
“These are token 
investments in the passenger 
experience that will not 
cost airlines a lot of money 
but are small ways to make 
passengers a little bit happier,” 
says Henry Harteveldt, the 
founder of travel consultancy 
Atmosphere Research Group. 
“American and United 
realized: We don’t let other 
airlines have an advantage on 
price, why let them have one 
on pretzels.”
Photo by Susan Walsh | AP Photo 
In this Jan. 25, 2016, file photo, a passenger talks on the phone as American Airlines jets sit parked at their gates at Washington’s Ronald Reagan National 
Airport. After 15 years of cutbacks, U.S. airlines are starting to add back some small perks for everyday coach passengers. On Monday, Feb. 1, American 




WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Barack Obama 
said Saturday he will ask 
Congress for billions of 
dollars to help students 
learn computer science 
skills and prepare for jobs 
in a changing economy.
“In the new economy, 
computer science isn’t an 
optional skill. It’s a basic 
skill, right along with the 
three R’s,” Obama said in his 
weekly radio and Internet 
address.
Obama said only about 
one-quarter of K-12 schools 
offer computer science 
instruction, but that most 
parents want their children 
to develop analytical and 
coding skills.
“Today’s auto mechanics 
aren’t just sliding under cars 
to change the oil. They’re 
working on machines that 
run on as many as 100 million 
lines of code,” Obama said. 
“That’s 100 times more 
than the Space Shuttle. 
Nurses are analyzing data 
and managing electronic 
health records. Machinists 
are writing computer 
programs.”
The federal budget 
proposal for 2017 that Obama 
plans to send Congress on 
Feb. 9 will seek $4 billion 
for grants to states and 
$100 million for competitive 
grants for school districts 
over the next three years 
to teach computer science 
in elementary, middle and 
high schools, administration 
officials said.
Separately, the National 
Science Foundation and the 
Corporation for National 
and Community Service 
this year will start spending 
$135 million to train 
teachers over five years.
Obama said also wants 
governors, mayors, 
business leaders and tech 
entrepreneurs to become 
advocates for more 
widespread computer 
science education.
Brad Smith, president of 
Microsoft, said computer 
science education is an 
“economic and social 
imperative for the next 
generation of American 
students.”
Smith, who spoke on a 
media call arranged by 
the White House, said 
that up to a million U.S. 
technology jobs could be 
left unfilled by the end of 
the decade. Meanwhile, 
countries as large as China 
and as small as Estonia 
are expanding computer 
science education, Smith 
said, but in the U.S. “we’re 
moving, frankly, just more 
slowly than we need.”
Obama wants $4B to help 
students learn computer science 
BOSTON (AP) — A 
Massachusetts graduate student 
who pointed out a glitch that 
allowed him to briefly “own” the 
world’s most heavily trafficked 
website has been awarded more 
than $12,000 from Google.
The Boston Globe (http://
bit.ly/1nzBRQD ) reports that 
Babson College MBA candidate 
Sanmay Ved believed he bought 
the Internet domain Google.
com for $12 when he was using 
the Google Domains website 
registration service last fall.
The former Google employee 
documented his improbable 
path to purchasing the domain 
name. His order was verified, 
his credit card was charged and 
he received email confirmation.
A minute later, however, Ved 
received word that his order was 
canceled.
Google revealed that the 
company gave Ved $6,006.13 — 
“Google” spelled numerically — 
for discovering the bug. Google 
doubled it after learning Ved had 







President Barack Obama plans to ask Congress for 
billions of dollars in order to help students learn 
computer science, a necessary skill in today’s changing 
economy.
OPINIONS




candidate Donald Trump has 
flaunted the slogan “Make 
America Great Again” in his 
dash for the White House, 
prompting the question, 
‘When did America stop being 
great?’
Trump is dominating 
the conservative playing 
field, being the preferred 
presidential candidate 
for roughly 40 percent of 
Republican voters, according 
to a Jan. 21 to 24 poll 
conducted by CNN. The poll 
places Trump an astounding 
22 points ahead of Ted Cruz, 
who holds second place 
among Republican voters. 
Even with a margin of error 
of five percent, Trump stands 
firmly as the conservative 
favorite.
Trump has taken an ultra-
conservative approach to 
the issues currently facing 
the country. He has proposed 
building a massive wall along 
the United States and Mexico 
border to dissuade illegal 
immigration and—following 
a recent spate of domestic 
attacks by Islamist extremists 
and the unprecedented 
successes of Islamic State’s 
military campaign in Iraq 
and Syria — banning Muslims 
and Syrian Muslim refugees 
from entering the country, 
conducting surveillance on 
mosques, and creating a 
national registry of Muslim 
Americans.
The presidential campaign 
on the conservative side has 
been based almost solely on 
fear — the fear of Islam, the 
fear of a slumping economy, 
the fear of an overreaching 
federal government, the fear 
of a weakened U.S. military, 
et cetera.
Politicians on both sides of 
the aisle are pros at telling 
you what to be afraid of and 
convincing you that their 
election to whatever post 
they are vying for is the only 
way to eliminate the threat 
of whatever they have told 
you to fear. They sell you that 
America is weaker because 
they are not in office, or will 
be weaker if they are not 
reelected to office.
Trump’s campaign slogan 
of “Make America Great 
Again” is a clear example of 
this: elect President Trump 
and he’ll fix everything.
How is America’s greatness 
defined? If one watches the 
Republican debates, it seems 
that military strength is the 
primary criterion.
For years, the conservative 
consensus has been the best 
way to deal with a resurgent 
and potentially nuclear-
armed Iran is force. 
Now, with Iran grudgingly 
accepting to cease its 
uranium enrichment in 
exchange for the lifting of 
crippling sanctions — without 
any military action by the 
U.S. — America has proven 
its words are just as powerful 
as its fists.
How is this peaceful 
arrangement a sign of 
America’s weakness, like the 
Republican candidates seem 
to tout?
Last year brought about a 
pursuit by the White House 
to reconcile with our old 
Cold War adversary Cuba, 
leading to a détente with 
restored diplomatic dialogue 
between Washington and 
Havana. It is clear that over 
half a century of isolation has 
failed to scuttle communism 
in Cuba, so perhaps renewed 
intercourse between the 
Caribbean nation and 
Uncle Sam could convince 
the Castro regime that 
representative democracy is 
the way to build a strong and 
prosperous nation.
Again, a peaceful 
arrangement that 
conservatives have said 
shows a lack of resolve on 
America’s part. Resolving 
to cordially work out its 
differences with its historical 
opponents apparently shows 
America’s lack of resolve.
Even if the United States 
Armed Forces are America’s 
only claim to greatness, in 
what reality is its military 
weak?
According to independent 
online military analytical 
database Global Firepower, 
the U.S. sits at the top of 126 
countries, followed by the 
People’s Republic of China 
in a distant second. While 
the U.S. military may not 
be the world’s largest — a 
distinction held by China’s—it 
is considered by experts to be 
the only force truly capable 
of global power projection, 
meaning that it can deploy 
and sustain itself in multiple 
regions at the same time, and 
at any time.
There is plenty of talk of the 
military being underfunded, 
but compare the numbers; 
the U.S. devoted $577 billion 
to defense in 2015, while the 
next four top spenders, China, 
Russia, Saudi Arabia, and 
Britain — the last two being 
American allies — barely add 
up to a little over half of the 
U.S. defense budget. 
In fact, the U.S. spends 
more on its military than the 
next 11 nations combined, 
according to Global 
Firepower, with seven being 
staunch American allies and 
two more maintaining more 
or less cordial relations.
As far as the economy goes, 
even with a massive foreign 
debt, America has maintained 
the highest credit rating 
possible with major ratings 
agencies Fitch and Moody’s, 
and the second highest rating 
with S&P. It still enjoys being 
among the top ten richest 
nations by gross domestic 
product, according to the 
International Monetary Fund 
in 2014.
The political game has 
blinded Americans to 
the bigger picture. Our 
representatives squabble 
over semantics and petty 
details and further grow 
the already-gaping divide 
in American politics, and 
subsequently its denizens.
As a society, America has 
accepted people of all races, 
religions, sexualities, and 
philosophies. Its citizens 
have fostered a nation where 
everyone has the right to 
voice their opinion and 
practice their beliefs, even if 
some opinions or beliefs may 
go against the norm.
Tolerance is also a sign of 
strength.
When you cast your vote 
this November, ask yourself, 
‘When did America stop being 
great?’
When did America 
stop being great?
Photo by John Minchillo | AP Photo
Christopher James wears a “Make America Great Again” cap as he waits in line with others before the arrival of Republican presidential candidate 
Donald Trump ahead of a campaign stop, Friday, Jan. 29, 2016, at the Radisson Hotel in Nashua, N.H. 
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FACT: Between 1900 and 1920, Tug 
of War was an Olympic event.
Fact or Fiction Show current ID and receive $10 oﬀ  
application fee at Westgate Apartments
1600 W. Bradley Ave. Champaign, IL
Open M-F 9am - 5:30pm, Sat. 10am - 4pm
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(solve for the answers below)
ACROSS
1 Current affected hot cosmic rays 
regularly showing equal auroral display 
(10)
11 A Latin mass originally held inside 
for saint (7)
12 Open one local pub (5)
14 In the past, one taken in time and 
time again when money-changing (8)
15 Muslim ascetic somewhat put out by 
the French woman (6)
16 Odal, put another way (4)
17 Quickly dismisses charge, but in vain 
(4)
19 Cloth worn by Arab tramp, one hears 
(6)
21 Doctor may nurse abnormal swelling 
(8)
24 After a vote, elected leader of 
evangelists of God (8)
26 Make money illegally from career 
exchanging rubles for Bob (6)
27 Savoury meat and vegetable dish in a 
jar (4)
29 Leading character pulled out 
of Measure for Measure  (4)
31 Middle East’s judicial legislature 
initially is to form council (6)
33 After long absence he returns, 
keeping calm in storm (8)
34 Lake in Irish county with no banks? 
(5)
35 Stamping ground incognito Tax 
Offi cer must abandon (7)
36 Fashion designer from Spanish city 
losing fi ve grand invested in airline (10)
 
DOWN
2 A large amount gets Lord tipsy (5)
3 Withered old roses lacking scent in 
New York? (8)
4 Cut off base of herb with knife (4)
5 More healthy after ‘e is brought in? (6)
6 In the North, Mark’s keeping Henry 
working as architect (8)
7 Japanese badge contains uranium 
particle (4)
8 Popular relation reportedly is subject 
to limitation of inheritance (2,4)
9 Monkey wrenches arousing no ardour, 
ultimately (7)
10 Die before priest’s turned up to yield 
comfort (10)
13 Do piranha perish without oxygen? 
It’s a matter of indifference (10)
18 Courier with kind expression? (4-4)
20 Tree sloth kept in pen ailed at fi rst (8)
22 Unperceivable concepts confused one 
university man (7)
23 Liqueur from Turkey, say, contained 
in it (6)
25 Concerning syphilis: cure it right 
away with a drop of lemon rum (6)
28 Fix up good old Chinese bread (5)
30 Article about lake, concerning hole in 
the bottom (4)
32 Marry after dropping single woman 
(4)
“Math explained so simply, it is simple to learn.”  – 
Parkland Math Student
Basic Math thru Pre-Calculus
Private Tutoring.  Arrange a place to meet.
(217) 384-5371  or  math@prairiescape.com
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SPORTS
Parkland Fitness Center offers many benefits
Debbie Skinner
Staff Writer
Year after year, people 
make resolutions to exercise 
more. Parkland College 
offers a fitness center that can 
help make those resolutions 
become a reality.
Although it can seem 
difficult to find time or space 
to exercise, especially for 
college students who are in 
the midst of a busy schedule, 
exercise can provide 
physiological benefits to the 
mind and the body, which can 
lead to increased productivity 
and reduction in stress levels.
David Garcia, the fitness 
center director and head 
baseball coach at Parkland 
College, reflected on what 
makes the fitness center at 
Parkland College unique.
“Parkland College is very 
fortunate to have a fitness 
center of this size and quality,” 
Garcia said. “Our facility [is] 
one of the best fitness and 
training facilities you will 
find at a two-year institution. 
Having this type of facility 
at a two-year college for our 
students, our trainers and our 
athletic teams and coaches 
is what separates Parkland 
College from so many other 
gyms and college training 
facilities.”
Garcia described the wide 
variety of training equipment 
located in the fitness center.
“We have over 25 pieces of 
cardio equipment (Ellipticals 
and Treadmills) as well as 
6 multifunctional Keiser 
Pods that are fully stocked 
with weights,” he said. “The 
Keiser machines can be used 
as a squat rack, bench press, 
and pull up station. The 
pneumatic Keiser system 
included in each of the pods 
which include its own Inlay 
Olympic Platform. Each pod 
has an adjustable pull-up 
apparatus, dip station, and 
cable system.”
An additional feature of the 
fitness center is an area of 
over 30 yards of multipurpose 
AstroTurf, which student and 
Parkland baseball player 
Matthew Zielonko noted is a 
great tool in his workout plan. 
Having an open area such 
on which to participate in 
different activities is just one 
of the many benefits that the 
fitness center provides for a 
student athletes.
Not only does the fitness 
center house multiple pieces 
of training equipment, 
there is also the opportunity 
for students to be hired as 
student trainers as part of 
their curriculum. Personal 
training is available for 
the public at an affordable 
cost, with certified personal 
training along with KIN 201 
students who are working 
towards their personal 
training certificates available 
for one-on-one personal 
training sessions or small 
group training sessions.
The upper level of the 
fitness center houses a 
walking track, which is 
available for any Parkland 
student, faculty member, 
or staff to use during open 
hours. The walking track 
can be accessed through the 
entrance on the north side of 
the athletic center. Lockers 
are available in which to 
place personal items when 
using the track.
Any Parkland College 
student, faculty, or staff 
member who is enrolled in 
KIN 103, KIN 147, or WCE 800 
is eligible to use the additional 
features of the fitness center 
other than the walking track. 
The KIN 103 and KIN 147 
classes are a one credit hour 
class, and therefore standard 
student fees are charged for 
these classes, while the WCE 
800 class is a non-credit class 
costing $100 per semester, 
allowing class members to 
utilize the fitness center. 
The open hours of the fitness 
center this semester are 
Monday through Thursday 7 
am to 7 pm, Friday 7 a.m. to 5 
p.m., and Saturday 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. The facility is closed on 
Sunday and school holidays. 
The center is located in the 
Donald C. Dodds Jr. Athletic 
Center on Parkland’s campus, 
near parking lot M6. 
For more information 
on the fitness center, call 
Parkland College Athletics at 
(217) 351-2226 or visit http://
bit.ly/1Pu9Kxg.
Photo by Scott Wells | The Prospectus 
Pictured is a view of Parkland Fitness Center in Donald C. Dodds Jr. Athletic Center at Parkland College.
Photo by Scott Wells | The Prospectus 
Freshman Jenna Ashley works out in the Parkland Fitness Center at the Donald C. Dodds 
Jr. Athletic Center on Jan. 29, 2016. Ashley currently plays for the Parkland Women’s 
Soccer Team.
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Wild nights at The Canopy Club
Photo by Billi Jo Hart | The Prospectus
DJ Carnage performs a sold-out show live at the Canopy Club on Tuesday, Jan.  26, 2016 in Urbana, Ill. 
Photo by Billi Jo Hart | The Prospectus
Keller William’s new project, KWahtro, play at the Canopy Club on 
Friday, Jan.  29, 2016 in Urbana, Ill. 
Photo by Billi Jo Hart | The Prospectus
Pictured above is Keller Williams (right) with his new project, KWahtro.
Photo by Billi Jo Hart | The Prospectus
Keller Williams plays at the Canopy Club on Friday, Jan.  29, 2016 in Urbana, Ill. 
with his new project, KWahtro. 
Photo by Billi Jo Hart | The Prospectus
Pictured above is the crowd during DJ Carnage’s sold-out show at The Canopy Club on Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2016 in Urbana, Ill.
